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WHY THIS BOOK?
Frank Lloyd Wright can be considered one of the most important architects of all time, and maybe 
even the most important. This has resulted in an enormous amount of books. There are great 
portfolioʼs and a lot of admiration, but we hardly  see a philosophical or critical approach. This 
approach is needed to get better insights in his work and to learn and understand what his work 
was all about, and why it is important to keep on studying it. More importantly  maybe this approach 
is needed for future conceptions and ideas about architecture. The latter is dire because as the 
world is changing rapidly, architecture needs new ideas and appearances swiftly.

Looking at the work of Frank Lloyd Wright in a philosophical way, is not only  interesting or even 
relevant, but also intriguing. It is exciting. It thrills the imagination. It opens up an unknown world of 
possibilities, not only  for those interested in Frank Lloyd Wright, but for architecture in general and 
even life as we live it. Living and architecture should go hand in hand to create a livable world. This 
is what organic architecture is about. A philosophical treaty is needed to open up thoughts and 
ideas connected to organic architecture, and thus life in new, unexplored and exciting ways. 

Therefore the critical writings of Deleuze & Guattari, Michel Serres, Martin Heidegger and Peter 
Sloterdijk are significant. These introduce us to concepts like nomadology, rhizomatics, silence, 
hiding, atmosphere or smooth space, which can be used to revitalize the thinking about 
architecture and living. But it also means that through the work of Frank Lloyd Wright, concepts like 
nomadology or rhizomatics gain new meanings. It is thus not only  important for architecture, but 
also for philosophy itself. It works both ways. That is why this treaty is relevant.

The book addresses the contemporary  questions that architecture is facing. It questions 
architecture as it is and proposes strongly  needed alternative tendencies like moving, temporality 
and hiding. Tendencies that are opposed to the traditional ideas of architecture, like: solidity, 
visibility  or eternity. It questions the fundamentals of the regular thoughts on architecture, because 
these thoughts have become obsolete. It is time for a new perspective on architecture. Not 
because it is interesting, but because there seems to be no choice. These perspectives are rooted 
in Frank Lloyd Wrightʼs ideas on organic architecture.

Therefore this book critically investigates organic architecture and life. This investigation shouldnʼt 
be just limited to words, but also to images and the combination of these two. It captures not only 
his thoughts, but also his vision on organic architecture. In this way  we can gain the strongly 
needed insight into what organic architecture is all about and its concepts of moving, hiding and 
temporality. This will help us to shape the future of architecture in a way that is connected to life 
and living. Therefore this philosophical treaty on Frank Lloyd Wright is needed. 

MOVING WITHOUT MOVING
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WHAT IS THE BOOK ABOUT?
The book deals with philosophical concepts like the nomad, the rhizome, multiplicity, the five 
senses, the body  or serenity, as they  were described by  radical philosophers like Gilles Deleuze, 
Michel Serres, Martin Heidegger, Peter Sloterdijk or Friedrich Nietzsche. It investigates concepts 
like the smooth spaces, as there is the desert, the sea, the prairie or glaciers. It questions 
contemporary  life and its struggle between nomadology and the sedentary. It challenges thoughts 
on architecture which struggle with the temporary  or the everlasting, with the monument and the 
shelter. It fuels the contemporary  debate which is probably pivotal in our thinking about architecture 
and ways in which it can or should develop.

Organic archicture was the central idea in the work of Frank Lloyd Wright, and still seems  relevant 
in contemporary  architecture. But not only  for architecture, but for living, or life in general. It is 
relevant for thinking about sustainability, the climate, the environment, the biogea (as described by 
Serres) and all these contemporary  issues which trouble us and which can become so dense, that 
all solutions appear to be far-fetched. This treaty asks what organic architecture really is.

Dealing with these philosophical thoughts implies immersing into the world of architecture. Diving 
into the world of Frank Lloyd Wright and especially  his prairie-sailship Taliesin West. It is this 
structure that is explored and judged on its merits and peculiarities. It is not so much a building as 
a building, but a building which stretches the borders of what architecture can be. It informs us on 
hiding, moving and time. It hides or has a strong urgency to hide in the Arizona desert. It has a 
tendency  to move in time through its aging and rejuvenation. It moves in its shape, because 
elements disappear or are attached and it can move us emotionally. It moves like a sailship in the 
desert, its sails flowing in the wind. Through time it appeared, opens up, and slowly  vanishes. It is 
timeless. Built from 1937 into the future, it consists of those elements which were at hand in the 
desert. Therefore it informs us on sustainability, about the organic, about living, about life.

But it is also about imagery and more specific to revitalize Frank Lloyd Wrightʼs imagery he 
presented in his Wasmuth photobook from 1911. After more than 100 years it is time to go 
back to his typical style of portraying his architecture through the lens of nature and show 
how it fuses with nature, but also hides behind it. This is also what this book is about.
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CONTENT
The book consists of 100 pages A5 and a total of approximately 25.000 words.

There are 2 essays, an introduction, 3 interludes and an outerlude. The essays deal with the 3 
concepts that are crucial in contemporary  architecture. The concepts are: moving, temporality  and 
hiding. These can also be found in the character of the nomad as this is described by  Deleuze & 
Guattari in their book A Thousand Plateaus. This connects the nomad with the 3 mentioned 
concepts. The nomad moves in time and knows how to hide and reveal. It are these elements 
which are also the characteristics of contemporary man. The concepts have been largely 
neglected and have to get back into the focus of attention. All 3 concepts can be studied or 
explored with the help of Frank Lloyd Wrightʼs studio in the Arizona desert, Taliesin West. 

THE IMAGES
The book is a combination and even a fusion of images and words. The words need the images 
and vice versa. They  reinforce each other. The images were made during two extensive visits at 
Taliesin West. Not only to take time for taking pictures, but also to grasp the feeling and 
atmosphere of the desert and life in that specific environment, in that specific smooth space. These 
feelings and atmospheres can be found in the images. This enables them to visualize the thoughts 
on moving, temporality  and hiding. They  show how the concept of the nomad and the smooth 
space are relevant in architecture. 

But there is more. The images are based on Frank Lloyd Wrightʼs imagery  as it was presented in 
his Wasmuth book from 1911. In this book we see pictures of his prairie-houses. The pictures of 
the exteriors are all taken from behind, or through trees and foliage. They  stress the characteristics 
of these buildings and especially  their tendency  to hide. After 1911 the imagery  changed, but never 
the essence of the structures. Therefore it is the intention in this book, to bring these ideas back 
and stretch them. To enhance the ideas of portraying images of buildings. To think and visualize 
through the mind and eyes of Frank Lloyd Wright.

THE AUDIENCE
It is comparable to critical books on architecture like Conversations with Tado Ando, or 
Conversations with Rem Koolhaas. It tries to be small, relevant and groundbreaking. Thoughts 
which seem innocent at first, but are ready for a striking impact. Thoughts which are new and 
necessary  in the thinking on Frank Lloyd Wright. It can also be compared to books from Mark C. 
Taylor, like The Picture in Question, Jaques Ranciereʼs book: Béla Tarr, The Time After, or Michel 
Serres book Angels: A Modern Myth, although smaller in size.

It is a book which will draw interest at all the Frank Lloyd Wright locations in the US, but also in all 
related locations or specialized shops. It is a book for all the scholars of Frank Lloyd Wright and 
architecture in general or in accompanying art-forms like photography. It is also a book for 
philosophers and scholars interested in the work of Deleuze, Heidegger, Sloterdijk or Serres. It is a 
book which can draw a wide audience, just like the work of Frank Lloyd Wright is slowly  turning into 
this massive revival.





SUMMARY!
Part 1 - Frank as a Nomad - Moving without Moving

The concept of the nomad is investigated. What is a nomad? Why  is he an important character? 
What is his relation to architecture? What is his relation to the earth and to life? It is about 
movement, and finding the way. It is about prairies, about singularities about haecceities. It is 
about the uncountable, the ungraspable, the incomprehensible. It is about the intemezzo and the 
idea that nomads are moving without moving. The nomad is a producer of movement. The concept 
of the nomad is closely  connected to the concept of the rhizome. Both concepts as created by 
Deleuze & Guattari are explained and thought through. The connection is made to the concept of 
smooth space. The smooth space like the sea, the glaciers, the prairie or the desert. Nomadic 
spaces. It is about, music, about sound, composition, attunement. It is about becoming and 
continuous and unpredictable movements. The organic is questioned in its constant state of 
becoming. It is about dwelling, drifting, roaming, finding a way in the smooth space. 
It is about Atmospheres and cabinet-maker/architect Peter Zumthor. It is about fröbeling, about 
traveling, about fluids, about thinking and making sense of the world and try  to live in and with it. It 
is about Russian film-maker Andrej Tarkovsky  and nature, water, ruins, leaking, wind and fire as 
ingredients for architecture. It is about voices, intimacy and light. Buildings are never quiet and we 
have to learn and listen to their voice. Buildings contain darkness and we have to learn and see in 
the dark. It is about embodiment, the corporeal, about the sensual, kine-aesthetics, about 
imagination and perception. It is about the five senses and how they intermingle and lead us 
through life. It is about Michel Serres and the skin that is wrapped around our bodies. It is about 
systrophes, about Louis Sullivan, about Peter Sloterdijk, about good and bad boredom, about 
serenity. All these things inform us on nomads, rhizomes, smooth spaces and architecture. This is 
not just information, but viable thinking which keeps these concepts alive. It opens up the 
possibility  to think in new ways about Frank Lloyd Wright, Taliesin West, the desert and organic 
architecture.

Part 2 - The Prairie Sailship - Taliesin West Hiding

The desert is investigated. What is the desert? What has this space to offer for us? Koolhaas 
elaborates on junkspace and how it is opposed to space-junk. There is more thinking about 
atmospheres and how weʼre moved by buildings. It is about heat and ghosts, and dwelling in the 
desert. It is about Frankʼs Living Voice and how this voice informed us on his thoughts, and how 
the voice is still speaking to us and the words dwell through our mind. It is about his thoughts 
uttered at Taliesin West and informing us what Taliesin West is. It is about its roots, as they were 
laid down in Ocotillo, the ephemera. About the assemblage of tents in the desert, like a group of 
moving settlers roaming in these temporary  structures, finding their way through the desert and 
learning about life in the desert. About the ephemeral, about the fluidity  of thought and the idea that 
thought always lags behind nature. About desert dwelling, desert bones, desert shelters. Mark C 
Taylor dreaming about the desert and its magical life. About the never-ending, the sustainable, 
about experimenting and staying true to the life of the desert and moving along with this life in 
order to live. About a ship in the desert, about the sailship which we know as Taliesin West. A 
temporary  moving structure relaxing in the hot desert sand and feeling at ease in nature. The 
timeless which is in a constant state of becoming, which is in a constant state of metamorphosis. 
Perpetual metamorphosis. The desert-voice of Frank Lloyd Wright quoting: ʻa genius is a man who 
has an eye to see natureʼ. It is about Taliesin West as a ruin in a constant state of becoming, and 
about his autobiography, about moving without moving, about perpetual metamorphosis.



THE AUTHORS
Luc Peters
Dr. Luc Peters is a philosopher. He has studied philosophy, organization & marketing. He did a 
PhD called Cliché & Organization which deals with the problem of organization becoming copies 
and thus making thinking obsolete. He has been a manager for more than 20 years, working for 
various profit and not-for-profit organizations. He likes to combine work with study, being constantly 
fascinated by  whatever happens around him and trying to theorize this further. From a young age 
on, he was a rock- drummer. He has played in various bands, made records and all the things 
connected to the music-life. Besides music, he is interested in film, architecture (he has written a 
book on Frank Lloyd Wright), photography, painting and anything which shows the world in ways 
which are new  to us. The Dutch version of his book Cliché & Organization has been released in 
2014, the English version will be available in 2015. He has also written a book called In the Mirror 
(together with Dr. Anthony  R. Ye – release in 2015), and a book called (dis)CONNECTION – 
philosophy, art, organization (release 2015). Next year he will write a novel with the working title 
FooTprinTs. Besides writing, he works as a manager, teaches at a business school, is a guest-
lecturer and a musician. Between his travels and adventures, Luc lives and works in the 
Netherlands together with Huubke.

Huubke Rademakers
Huubke is a trained artist that has been fascinated by  art and the way  it is connected to our 
experience of the world. She has finished art-school and is constantly  searching for new  ways and 
techniques for expression. She uses painting, video, sculpting, and whatever meets her 
imagination. Besides that she is interested in food and the growing of vegetables and herbs. 
Growing up on a farm gave her a basis, which she carefully  cherishes and uses as solid base to 
experiment further and learn how we can get in touch with nature in an organic way. Huubke lives 
and works in the Netherlands together with Luc





FRANK THE NOMAD
This book is on Taliesin-West, one of the many masterworks by 
Frank Lloyd Wright. Dwelling in the Arizona desert it fuses with the 
landscape and becomes truly part of it. Originally it was built as a 
settlement in 1928, an assemblage of tent-like structures called 
Ocotillo. From 1937 it slowly turned into a more solid state. Molded 
out of the surrounding earth and rocks it is a prime example of 
organic architecture and meets with a desire for sustainability.

In the book it is investigated through the lens of nomadolology and 
the rhizome, concepts from Deleuze & Guattari. It offers a new 
perspective on Taliesin-West, but also on architecture in general. 
Playing with questions whether architecture should be temporary or 
permanent and if architecture should manifest itself or should hide. 
Considering that it was built as a ship, we might wonder how this 
desert-sailship moves around.

These thoughts are accompanied by free flowing thoughts on film, 
architecture and the wild. It is fused with images which fuel our 
thoughts on hiding and temporality and try to capture the 
movements of Taliesin-West.

THE DESERT SAILSHIP
Luc Peters is a philosopher and Huubke Rademakers is an artist. 
They both live and work in the Netherlands, and developed their 
thoughts and images during various expeditions to and through the 
buildings of Frank Lloyd Wright.

MOVING WITHOUT MOVING


